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Attention: Section 181 3 ROW Study 
Office of Indian Energy and Economic Development 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Mail Stop 2749-MIB 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Section 1813 study of energy rights-of-way on tribal land 

Dear SirMadam: 

We represent the Pueblo of Isleta, the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, the 
Pueblo of Sandia, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes and the Pueblo of Zia (collectively "Tribal 
Clients") in connection with the study of energy rights-of-way on tribal land which the 
Departments of Interior and Energy (collectively the "Departments") are conducting pursuant 
to Section 18 13 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.' 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with our Tribal Clients' initial comments 
on the proposed workplan for the Section 1813 study.2 We are also providing these 
comments in accordance with the consultation requirements imposed by Section 181 3(a) of 

' Pub. L. No. 109-58,tit. XVIII, 119 Stat. 594, 1127-28. 

See 70 Fed. Reg. 77,178 (Dec. 29,2005). 
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the 2005 Act, Executive Order 13,l 753 and the federal trust responsibility. These comments 
include the input of Dr. Susan F. Tierney, Managing Principal of Analysis Group, Inc., of 
Boston, Massachusetts. Dr. Tierney has extensive experience in the analysis of energy 
issues, as shown by her resume, which is attached to this letter. 

We agree with the Departments that pre-scoping discussion of issues which should 
be considered in the report is critical to effective consultation. Accordingly, our Tribal 
Clients respectfully request a pre-scoping meeting with your Departments to discuss orally 
the proposed workplan and the comments set forth in this letter. 

INTRODUCTION 

As you know, Section 18 13(b) provides as follows: 

(b) REPORT: -Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretaries shall submit to Congress a report on 
the findings of the study, including - 

(1) an analysis of historic rates of compensation paid for 
energy rights-of-way on tribal land; 

(2) recommendations for appropriate standards and 
procedures for determining fair and appropriate compensation 
to Indian tribes for grants, expansions, and renewals of energy 
rights-of-way on tribal land; 

(3) an assessment of the tribal self-determination and 
sovereignty interests implicated by applications for the grant, 
expansion, or renewal of energy rights-of-way on tribal land; 
and 

65 Fed. Reg. 67,249 (Nov. 6,2000). 


























































































